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EXCOMMUNICATION 


OF DEACON HEART. 

Deacon Samvuex Heart, well known in the state 
of Connecticut, was excommunicated for believing 
in God as the Saviour of all men, about thirty 
years since. Deacon Heart died more than twenty 
years ago, at an advanced age, firm in the faith 
which brought down upon his head the vengeance 
of his Calvinistic brethren. The manuscript has 
remained with the aged widow of the deceased, un- 
til a few days since, and is now, for the first time, 
presented to the public. It will be read with more 
than ordinary interest, and leave an impression on 
the mind of the reader, favourable to the head and 
heart of the persecuted writer. 

THE DOCTRINE OF UNIVERSAL 
SALVATION, 


Vindicated inan ADDRESS to the Danbury As- 
sociation ; with an Appendix, containing a Nar- 
rative of the proceedings of the Association, re- 
specting the Question proposed to them by the 
Baptist Church in Farmington, and the proceed 


ings of the Churchin Dealing with, and finally 
Excommunicating the Author. To which is added 
A few Observations on sundry passages in Doe- 
tor Edwards's Examination of Doctor Chauncy, 
ina Letter toa Friend. 


BY SAMUEL HEART. 
Gop, our SavioOUR, WILL HAVE ALL MEN TO 
BE SAVED. 1 Ti. ii. 3, 4. 
AN ADDRESS. 

To the Elders and Brethren, delegated by the 
Baptist Churches of Danbury Association, to meet 
in Council at New-Hartford, on the 3d. Wednes- 
day in September 1792. 

Whereas the Church in Farmington have pro- 
posed to this respectable Council the following 
question, viz. 

“Whether the Doctrine of the final Salvation of 
all men; and the full and complete restoration of 
the whole intelligent system, to a state of perfect 
happiness, in a voluntary subjection to the moral 
government of God, is to be deemed Heresy ; and 
that such as profess to believe it, ought to be exclu- 
ded from the fellowship of Christian Churches, in 
the Ordinances of the Gospel ?” 

Previous to your giving an answer to this im- 
portant question, your candid attention is requested 
to the following observations : 

It will doubtless be allowed that the agency of 
the Deity is concerned in all the events that take 
place in the moral, as well as natural world. Moral 





agency, by no means consists in a power of acting 
independent of the Deity. 

Although mankind act freely, in consequence of 
their own volitions, they are but accomplishing 
(even in the height of their wickedness) the designs 
of infinite wisdom ; and fulfilling the determinate 
council and foreknowledge of God. The truth of 
this is abundantly evident, both from the light of 
nature, and divine revelation. 

From the light of nature we learn the existence 
of a Supreme Being : “ His eternal power and god- 
head are clearly seen, being understood by the 
* The moral perfections of 
the Deity are not so immediately known ; for they 
are not so fully displayed, if displayed at all, by the 
things which are made. But it is by reasoning 
from his natural perfections, which are clearly 


things which are made. 


known and understood, from their visible etfects in 
the creation, that we attain the knowledge of his 
moral perfections. For the light of nature, if at- 
tended to, will teach us, that that Being who is the 
Author of all things, must be before all ; necessari- 
ly self-existent and independent. And, as all other 
beings are dependent upon him for their existence, 
he must be above all—absolutely supreme-—the so- 
vereign disposer of all events—who governs the 
creatures he has made in such a nianner as to make 
every thing answer the, purpose for which he made 
it. From hence we infer his moral perfections. 
For that Being who has a necessary independent 
existence, must be possessed of every possible per- 
fection.—Having no want—no deficiency in him- 
self, he is therefore as necessarily infinitely and 
disinterestedly good, as he is self-existent and inde- 
pendent. 

From the perfections of God, we may certainly 
determine that nothing takes place without his agen- 
cy, not to say permission. With respect to those 
events that take place in the natural world, this will 
be readily granted by all who acknowledge a Su- 
preme Being. And with respect to the events that 
take place in the moral world, it is impossible there 
should be any original cause exclusive of the divine 
All creatures are dependent upon the De- 
ity for their existence: and whatsoever constitutes 


agency. 


moral agency in rational creatures is derived fiom 
him: and they are constantly upheld in existence, 
and all their powers and faculties, by which they 
are capable of performing moral actions, are con- 
stantly upheld and preserved by the same Almighty 
Power that first gave them being. 

The Deity, being possessed of all possible perfec- 
tion, must, from eternity, have a perfect prescience 
of all future events: and as he could with infinite 
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ease prevent it, he could never suffer (or rather 
cause) any thing to take place but what, all things 
considered, was agreeable to his will: and, upon the 
whole, for the best. To suppose otherwise would 
be an impeachment of his character, and imply 
either his want of wisdom to devise, or power to ex- 
ecute the best plan. All the events that take place 
in the universe, are therefore in consequence of the 
predetermination of the Deity: and are all neces- 
sary to complete that all-wise and perfect system of 
events, which was fixed and established in the Di- 
vine Mind from eternity. 

Whatever the ancient heathen philosophers, o1 
some of the fathers in the christian church have im- 
agined concerning two original independent Be- 
ings, one the author of all good—the other the au- 
thor of all evil, it is demonstrable that there can be 
but one first cause of all events that ever did, or ev- 
er will take place. And this first cause must be an 
infinite, immutable, unchangeable, and holy God. 
From the intinite perfection of the Deity, it is plain 
that his plan, (which encircles all events) must be 
free from all contingency, accident, innovation, or 
change. It must be as perfect as God himself is 
perfect: and therefore not subjeet to the least al- 
teration or improvement. Where can any room be 
found for the alteration, or amendment of a plan, in 
the formation of which infinite wisdom, power and 
gooJiness were exerted ? See this illustrated in the 
Circular Letter published with the last year’s Min- 
utes of this Association, wrote by Elder Whelpley. 

Moral evil being an event which has in fact ta- 
ken place, we must suppose its existence was neces- 
sary to render the divine plan complete and perfect. 
And as it was best, all things considered, that it 
should exist, it can be no impeachment of the per- 
fect holiness of God to suppose him to be the cause 
of it. Whatever cause is assigned for the existence 
of moral evil, cannot itself be sinful ; for, upon 
that supposition, the cause itself would be that mor- 
al evil it is supposed to be the cause of; which 
would involve the grossest absurdity. 

Thus it appears from the reason and nature of 
things—from the essential perfections of the Deity, 
that, whatever constitutes moral agency, or how- 
ever freely mankind act, in consequence of their 
own volitions, they are but accomplishing the de- 
signs of infinite wisdom, and fulfilling the determi- 
nate council and foreknowledge of God. 

That the Divine agency is concerned in all the 
events that take place in the moral world, is like- 
wise evident from many plain and express declara- 
tions of scripture. To this purpose see the 45th 
Chap. of Isaiah, verse 5, and on, “ lam the Lord, 
and there is none else. There is no God besides 
me.—I form the light, and create darkness. I muke 
peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these 
thines. I have made the earth, and created man 
upon it. I, even my hand, have stretched out the 
heavens; and all thetr host have I commanded. 
Thus saith the Lord, that created the heavens, 
God himself, that formed the earth, and made it, 
he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabi- 
ted; Iam the Lord, and there is none else.” 








In this passage it is expressly asserted, that the 
divine agency is exerted in the production of evil, 
as wellas good. The repeated declaration that he 
is God, and there is none else, seems to be designed 
to exclude every idea of any cause operating in 
dependent of him, in the production of any event 
whatever, 

The history of Joseph and his Brethren, may 
serve as a specimen of the divine agency in order- 
ing and overruling moral evil in general. Joseph's 
brethren acted freely, in their cruel treatment of 
him. Their designs were evil: but God meant it 
for good. In all their wicked and inhuman ¢on- 
duct towards their brother, they were but the in- 
struments in God’s hands of acconphshing his 
wise and benevolent purposes respecting the family 
of Israel. And even themselves finally shaved in 
ihe blessings procured, by means of their selling Jo- 
seph into Egypt. 

in like manner the Divine agency is concerned 
in all the sin and wickedness that takes place in the 
moral world. It is all connected with the most 
wise and benevolent designs of the Deity. And in 
the end will all terminate in a greater degree of 
general, and universal good, than could possibly 
have been procured without the existence of moral 
evil. 

Expressly to the purpose are those passages of 
scripture respecting the sufferings and crucifixion 
of our Saviour; where it is said that him, being de- 
livered, hy the determinate council and forehnow- 
ledwe of God, ye have taken, and, with wicked 
hands, have crucified and slain. Of a truth Lord, 
against thy holy child Jesus both Herod, and Pon- 
tius Pilate, with the people of Israel were gathered 
logether, for to do whatsoever thy hand, and thy 
council determined before to be done. To the same 
purpose are all the prophecies respecting those fu- 
ture events which were to be brought about by 
means of the wicked conduct of moral agents. 
Hence we so often read that so and so it was done, 
thatthe scripture might be fulfilled, and that it might 
be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, &c. 

Whatever difficulties there may be in reconciling 
the agency of the Deity in the production of moral 
evil, with that flee agency of rational creatures 
whereby they are capable of virtue or vice, praise 
or blame, it seems to be the only scheme that can be 
supported, either by reason, or scripture. 

I know it has been thought, by many, to be impi- 
ous and blasphemous to suppose God to be the au- 
thor of sin. And if sin, all things considered be an 
evil, I see not but it would be the height of impiety 
and blasphemy, to suppose God to be the author of 
it. Neither can I conceive it possible that it should 
ever come into existence. 

To say that God permits sin, does not in the 
least solve the difficulty. The phrase permit signi- 
fies taking off restraint. The question still re- 
mains; What is it that will produce sin, if left to 
operate without restraint ? If there is any thing in 
nature that will produce sin if not restrained, God 
must be the author of it. And his taking off re- 
straint, and permitting that, whatever it may be, to 
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operate according to its natural tendeney, will im- 
ply that God is the author of sin; as much as he is 
the author of any events that are produced by seg- 
ond causes. 

To suppose that any thing exists, which, on the 
whole, is evil, or injurious to the system, would 
certainly aigue imperfection in the Deity. Sin 
then must be considered, not as a real, infinite and 
boundless, but as a seeming, finite and limited 
evil; wich, all things considered, is necessary to 
render the Divine plan complete and perfect. 

Not man alone. All rationa's Heaven arms 


With an illustrious, but tremendous power 
i 


is 


To counteract his own most gracious enc 
And this of strict necessity, Not choice. 
That power denied—Men, Angels were no more 
But passive engines,—void of praise or blanie 
Night Thoughts. 

Moral evil consists in the voluntary opposition of 
finite creatures to the character and government of 
God ; or their counteracting his benevolent designs. 
And although it is impossible that the Deity should 
ever be defeated, or his all-wise plan embarrassed, 
or that he should arm his creatures with a power to 
supersede, or frustrate his desings ; yet it is not 
only possible, but consistent, and necessary, that 
rational creatures should have a power of counter- 
acting and opposing his will. Otherwise they 
would not be moral agents; but mere machines, 
not capable of virtue, or vice—praise, or blame. 

‘The same powers and faculties of nature which 
render a creature capable of moral virtue, of loving 
God, and delighting in his character, laws and go- 
vernment, render him likewise capable of vice, or 
opposition to the character, laws and government 
of God. 

As God is love, and his whole plan founded in 
benevolence, so the law which he has given to his 
rational creatures, requires nothing but simple be- 
nevolence, or love to Being—a disposition to pro- 
mote, and diffuse happiness. This law is founded 
in the nature of things; and results from the rela- 
tion creatures stand in to God, and one another. 
Love is the grand cement which unites the intellec- 
tual system; and lays the foundation for the happi- 
ness of every constituent part of the vast aggregate 
body. It comprehends all the moral perfections of 
the Deity; and includes every thing that is virtu- 
ous, or necessary for the well-being and happiness 
of rational creatures. 

This law of love, as it is founded in the reason 
and nature of things, is perpetually binding upon all 
rational beings. It is what the Deity himself ob- 
serves, in his government of the moral system; for 
“God is love.” All the divine perfections are sum- 
med up in it; and his whole plan is but the various 
operations of this single principle. All originates, 
and terminates in the most perfect benevolence. 

The impartial good will of the Deity respects ev- 
ery creature which he has made; and his tender 
mercies are over all his works. The same infinite 
benevolence that secures the greatest possible good 
of the universe, equally secures the greatest possible 
good of every individual, of which the universe is 
composed. Not all the opposition of wen, or dev- 








ils, will ever be able. ina single instance to cleat 
the benevolent designs of that Almighty doing, 


whose council must stand, and who will do all his 
pleasure ; and whose prerogative it is to bring light 
vut of darkness, and good out of evil. 

The present state is but a prelude to our exist- 
ence ; and reseinbles the primitive state of the na- 
tural world, when all was darkness, and a confused 
chaos; out of which the beautiful, magnificent, 
and harmonious system of nature was, by the Al- 
mighty Fiat, called forth. And from the perfections 
of God, and the analogy of his works, we may con- 
clude that the present irregular, and confused state 
of the moral world will be rectified.—The period 
will come when it will appear to the views of the 
intelligent system, that all the seeming evil that 
takes place in the universe, was not only consistent, 
but necessarily connected with the perfect benevo- 
lence of the Deity; and conducive to the greatest 
This 
idea is beautifully expressed by an elegant writer, 
by way of anticipation, in the following lines : 


zood and happiness of the whole system. 


And sec! 
‘Tis come—the glorious morn! the second birth 
Of heaven and earth! Awakening natare hears 
The new creating word, and starts to life 
Iu all its heightened forms ; from pain and death 
For ever free. The great eternal scheme 
Tavolving all, and in a perfect whole 
Uniting as the prospect wider spreads, 
To reason’s eve refined, clears up apace. 
Beneath life's pressure yet bear up awhile ; 
And what your bounded views, which only saw 
A little part, deemed evil, is no more. 
The storms of wintiy time will quickly pass, 
Aad one unbounded spring encirele all. 


Thompson's Seasons. 

If it should be said that this scheme sets aside the 
atonement of Chirist, and supercedes the whole plan 
of the Gospel, | answer, By no means. The gos- 
pel is not to be considered as a scheme invented by 
the Deity, to remedy a deficiency in his original 
plan: but as being a part of it, and necessarily in- 
cluded in it. The world was created to be redeem- 
ed. The perfections of God were eternally en- 
gaged to secure the happiness of his creatures. We 
are not to suppose that the glory of God, and the fi- 
nal happiness of his creatures, are in opposition ; 
but that they are necessarily connected, and involve 
each other. The glory of God displayed, in the re- 
covery of lost and wretched sinners, will, no doubt, 
excite the devout admiration of intelligent beings 
through eternity. But the glory of God displayed 
in the utter ruin, and interminable misery of crea- 
tures, the work of his own hands, is a contradiction 
and would be an eternal source of grief to every vir- 
tuous benevolent mind. 

I request the patience of this venerable Council 
while I advert to a few passages of scripture, which 
appear to me to prove that the final salvation of all 
men, and the full and complete restoration of the 
whole intelligent system, to a state of perfect hap- 
piness, 1m a voluntary subjection to the mora! go- 
vernment of God, is designed in the designation of 
Christ to his mediatorial kingdom. 


(To be continued.) 
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DIALOGUE 
Between a Country Clergyman and a Quaker. 
(Continued from page 34.) 

C. But you allow me a right to direct con- 
science. 

Q. Yes, if it liketh thy direction. I have the 
same right. 

C. You have self-conceit in abundance. 

Q. When thou art free from it, thy rebuke may 
be seasonable. IT think [ have impartiality too: 
my religion bringeth me no rents, | only seek sal- 
Vation from it. 

C. Smart again. 

Q. Dost thou feel it ? 

C. If I do, I ought to bear it, you know, from a 
teacher. 

Q. I wish thou wert one. Tam sure thou hast 
hitherto taught me nothing. IT have fully confuted 
all thy propositions, and thou hast not answered 
mine. 

€. You are too wise a man to be confuted or 
convinced, 

Q. By thy arguments, undoubtedly. 

CC. By any arguments. 

Q. That are insufficient. 

€. In short, you are the most incorrigible sect 
living. 

Q. And art not thou vain to endeavour to cor- 
rect what thou sayest cannot be corrected ? 

C. T would, at least, do my duty, and save your 
soul, if | could. 

Q. My soul is safe in the blood of Christ. 
Knowest thou any other safety ? 

©. Your safety will fail you, if you do not wor- 
ship him in a proper manner. 

Q. [believe in him, T pray to him, and to God 
through him; I pray for his spirit, T seek his will in 
his word, and beg tor light to understand it, and 
praise him for it; and I live soberly. Is not this 
the whole of religion, and of religious worship ? 
Canst thou teach me any better ? 

C. If you were to be taught, I could teach you 
to worship him decently. 

Q. Thou meanest, I suppose, to bow at sounds, 
to make legs to a table, and to say after thee. This 
is not religious worship, but a task which any infi- 
del can perform ; nay, we have creatures among us 
that are not rational, and yet can perform it. 

C. Was there ever such profane buffoouery ? 

Q. Why truly T think not. 

C. None but a Pagan could jest thus with sa- 
cred things. 

Q. Thou art mistaken, friend; Pagans reckon 
them sacred, and solemnized in their temples a 
number of merry motions, which were a jest to the 
primitive christians. 

C. Good things are not the worse for being 
abused by the Heathens. 

Q. True, nor foolish things the wiser for being 
used by Christians. 

C. What, do you call the ceremonies of our ho- 
ly chureh foolish ? 

Q. No, but to me they are not edifying. 

C. To me they are, but your heart is hardened. 





Q. Do not things that are edifying soften the 
heart ? else what are they good tor ? 

C. Grace must go along with them. 

Q. Friend, wou’t grace do without ceremonies ? 
Whoever hath grace, is already edified ; and can- 
not I pray for grace without ceremonies ? 

C. Our church has established them as neces- 
sary to decency and edification. Has the authority 
of the church no weight with you ? 

Q. Yes, great weight, where she erreth not. 

€. Of which you pretend to judge. 

Q. Dost thou follow any church without know- 
ing why? or should any man? 

Cc, No. 

Q. Then every man ought to judge of every 
church, as thou dost; by separating from every 
church but thy own, doubtless, because thou art 
most edified by her: and when she edifieth me also, 
I will also join with her. 

C. You ought to join with her. She is the es- 
tablished church. 

Q. If ours were established, wouldest thou join 
with us ? 

C. How! I join with fanatics! 


but it is plain that thou valuest not establishments ; 
and why wouldest thou expect it from others, and 
set up duty against conscience ? 

C. Conscience! cant! 

Q. By our conscience we must please God ; but 
if it offendeth thee, [ will call it by another name ; 
I will call it opinion. Now, suppose I differ in 
opinion with thee and thy church, wouldest thea 
have me be an insincere man, a hypocrite, anda 
liar, by declaring myself of thy opimion, when | am 
not ? 

C. No, but— 

Q. Have patience: I have another question to 
put to thee.—Wouldest thou have me change my 
mind, when I cannot change it ? 

C. No man shall tell me that it is impossible for 
him to be of the true religion. 

Q. Lam of the true religion, and so thinks ev- 
ery man; it being every man’s nearest interest to 
be of the best. 

C. A medley of religions is pernicious to 
society. 

Q. Pernicious (if thou pleasest) to the pride of 
men, who would ride upon society over the belly of 
conscience. But what hath human society to do with 
what is in the heart of man concerning a future 
state, wherewith there can be no human commerce ? 
Human society indeed should beware of those men 
who, under colour of conducting them to the other 
world, would engross this ; of men who would make 
the whole body politic their slaves and tenants; 
and would take so much care of postures and opin- 
ions, as to leave them nothing but postures and 
opinions to take care of. 

C. A fine harangue, truly! Who are the terri- 
ble fellows that do or would do all this? 

Q. All who would bear no religion in the world 
but theirown. The Popish Clergy have done it; 





and all other elergy, who make the same demands 
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upon society that they do, would do it. Do not all 
thy high brethren make the same demands, and 
contend for all the tyranny, wealth, and pomp of 
Popery ? 

Cc. I am not for Popery. But I am for the 
church’s having all her own power and lands. 

Q. That is, thou art for the worst parts of Pope- 
ry, but not for Popery. Friend, religion claimeth 
neither power nor lands. Our Saviour had none, 
the apostles had none, and we claim none; and we 
cannot interfere with society, as they do who de- 
mand every thing that is great and good in society. 

C. A pretty fellow to regulate society ! 

Q. I meddle not with society. Lonly desire its 


protection. 


C. What have you to do then with church 
Jands ? 
Q. Nothing. What hast thou? They were 


robbed from the laity by the Popish monks.—Art 
thou one? Atthe reformation the laity resumed 
them again: and doth the church of Christ con- 
demn the reformation? Or, what hath she to do 
with the cheats and robberies of monks, but to con- 
demn them ? 

C. I hope you will allow us to keep what the 
law gives ns. 

Q. But why claimest thou more? And hath 
not the law that gave, a power to take away ? 

C. I dare say, you don’t mean your own estate. 

Q. Yes surely, if I robbed the public to get it, 
or turned the bounty of the public to the public 
detriment. 

C. Have you the impudence to say that the 
clergy do so ? 

Q. Friend, there are clergy who do so; who 
for their own pride and debaucheries starve the laity 
that feed their luxury ; who receive all their power 
and revenues from the laity, and leave the laity 
none. And there are others who have great bene- 
fices for the exercise of religious functions, and 
never exercise any, but convert them into sine- 
cures, or leave them to ahireling. This, Friend, 
is woise than impudence, whereof I am not guilty. 
Does the spirit call them to this? For, if I am not 
deceived, you all declare yourselves called by the 
spirit. 

C. IT know you are nibbling at our keeping cu- 
rates, and yet you keep a bailiff upon your estate. 

Q. Yes; and I will turn him out, if he neglect 
my affairs, or trust them to a carter. How dost 
thou like the example? It is of thy own choosing. 
And thou puttest the cure of precious souls, for 
which Christ died, upon the same foot with the 
care of corn and cattle, which men eat: and upon 
a worse foot, if thou wilt not suffer us to choose our 
spiritual bailiffs. 

C. And so you would have the same authority 
over clergymen, as over your ploughmen. Mighty 
civil! 

Q. We maintain both, but at very unequal 
wages. Where would be the incivility or injustice 
of laying out our money for our own use ? 

C. Then the church might starve for you. 

Q. Friend, thou mayest be learned, but thou art 
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very ignorant. The Church of Christ cannot 
starve, because it liveth not upon meats, and drink, 
and money. 

C. Nor consists of solemn faces, prim cravats, 
plain coats, and broad hats. 

Q. Thou speakest truth, notwithstanding thy 
intention. 

C. Then why are you singular in your habits ? 

Q. Why art thou ? 

C. Iam a minister of the gospel. 

Q. Which never gave thee that tippit, nor that 
long and unhandy coat with many plaits. 

C. But it is decent. 

Q. My coat is more decent, and would become 
thee better. It is as plain and warm, and hath no 
long train, nor vain superfluities. 

C. That solemn gait and mein too is very be- 
coming. 

Q. Wouidest thou have me cut capers, and prac- 
tise smiles ? 

C. And be sure never alter the figure of that 
broad hat. 

Q. Itis not broader than thine. 

C. LT tell you I am a minister. 

Q. Thy hat is none, and I make no ministerial 
use of mine. I do not go to my neighbour, and 
say, Neighbour, I demand the tenth of thy sub- 
stance, by virtue of this broad hat. 

Q. Sir, who does ? 

Q. Friend, thou art very passionate. I am only 
defending my hat, whereof I make no other use but 
to keep my head warm. 

C. Why don’t you pull it off apon occasion ? 

Q. I do upon proper occasion, that is, when I 
seek God. 

C. But never to man. 

Q. Therefore I do not, because I do it only to 
God. I think that the aets of worship, which we 
pay unto God, ought not to be confounded with ce- 
remonies of civility paid unto men. Thou bowest 
at the name of Jesus, dost thou bow also at the 
name of the king ? 

C. But you are inconsistent with yourselves. 
Your style to God and man is the same, and you 
thee and thou them both alike. 

Q. We speak properly, to one God as one God, 
to one man as one man. Thou art more inconsis- 
tent with thyself. Thou reckonest thee and thou 
disrespectful to man. Why usest thou the same 
language to God ? 

C. It is the scripture stvle. 

Q. To man as well as God. Besides, friend, let 
me tell thee, that the using the plural number to sin- 
gle persons, was begun in flattery to princes and 
great men, as was also the ceremony of the hat and 
the knee, and came to be practised as marks of ado- 
ration paid to men, who were thereby set up in 
God’s stead ; and where they cannot go that length, 
yet they feed natural pride, and make differences 
among men, where nature hath made none. 

C. We do not use them as marks of adoration. 

Q. I believe thee; but still they are marks of 
insincerity, and of a submission which is not due 
from manto man. Friend, these civil ceremonies 
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are of evil efficacy, and apt to deceive the mind| clerical phalanx been employed to secure from the 


into a slavish and superstitious veneration for per- 
sons. ‘They make unnatural distances in society, 
and set men too far above and below one another. 
By such steps kings came to be worshipped as 
Gods ; as several of the Roman Einperors formerly, 
and lately thy friend Louis was deified by many of 
thy French brethren. 
(To be continued.) 
 — 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION, 

The Southern Association of Universalists, held 
their Semi-Annual Session in Attleborough, (Mass. ) 
on Wednesday and Thursday the 9th and 10th of 
June. 

Br. Sepastian Srreeter, Moderator, Pro. 
Tem. 

There were TWeNTY brethren in the ministry 
present. Four labourers were received into the fel- 
lowship of the ministry. Six discourses were de- 
livered by Brs. J. Freizr, H. Barxiov, 2d, T. 
Wurittremore, S. Srreerer, T. Jones, and H. 
Banov. 

The Association decided, in future to have but one 
session in the year, to be held the first Wednesday 
and Thursday in June, and adjourned to meet in 
South Wilbraham, in June, 1825. 

TO ALL THAT LOVE TRUTH, 
AS IT IS IN JESUS. 

Betoven Breraren,—The period has arrived, 
when again it becomes our pleasing duty to address 
you, on the most important, as well as the most de- 
lightful subject, the cause of truth, and the progress 
of the principles of Universal Benevolence. When 
we contemplate the great revolutions that are taking 
place in the moral world; when we behold the ra- 
pid advances of the “true light,” that now shineth, 
when we witness the power of the gospel of the 
grace of life, over the limited systems of darkness, 
superstition and death, we look forward with rap- 
ture to that glorious era, when, we trust, its tri- 
umph shall be complete, and when all men shall 
join the celestial chorus, and chant the heavenly 
theme, “Glory to God in the ‘highest, peace on 
earth, good will to men ;”’—when the visionary 
terrors of an endless hell, shall have ceased to ope- 
rate on the human mind; when love to God, love 
to man, and an inviolable attachment to the laws of 
moral virtue, shall form the only principles of ac- 
tion, and the true basis of the conduct of man, in all 
his moral and social relations. 

From what is known of the changes, that have 
been effected, during the last half century, and the 
prevalence of liberal christianity at the present pe- 
riod, we cannot but indulge the pleasing anticipa- 
tion, that a short lapse of years will witness its un- 
disputed, and universal predominance in the human 
breast. We hail it as a happy omen, as a welcome 


harbinger of the conquest of light and truth, that 
the terrific, the abominable, and unmerciful doe- 
trines of past times, are fast on the wane, and are 
daily losing their importance and their support.— 
Much has been done, to hide their deformities from 
human eyes; for ages has ail the strength of the 








public gaze, the mysterious image, that has been set 
up as an object for the blind homage of a supersti- 
tious world. But, in despite of their strength and 
cunning, the veil has been rent assunder, tne secret 
recesses of the temple of the mystery of darkness 
has been penetrated, its idols have been exhibited 
in open day, and their hideous forms exposed to 
public view. 

It is true, that in the progress of this work, a 
great diversity of opinion has existed; sects havé 
multiplied in a great degree, and many have for od 
that the downfall of all religion would be th) nal 
consequence. But, we think these fears * be 
grouudless. These differences undoubtedly crigi- 
nate in a more extensive, free, and impartial inves- 
tigation, than was encouraged, or even permitted in 
the darker ages; and that every new syste is, in 
some degree, an improvement on the old, we may 
fairly inter from the fact, that the opinions of men 
are becoming more and more liberal, and, of 
course, more and more beneficial to mankind. For, 
the more liberal our feelings, the stronger the ex- 
citements to moral virtue, the more disinterested 
our benevolence, and hence, the better and the 
more honorably, we shall fill our several stations, 
and discharge our severa! duties in society. 

Therefore, so far are we from entertaining any 
fearful appreliensions on the subject, that we view 
all these various movements, as being effected by 
the operation of the leaven of truth, which will fi- 
nally purify the whole mass, and reconcile the 
world to God. 

Brethren, weak and imperfect beings as we are, 
it is not to be expected, that we should be absolute- 
ly free from error; nevertheless, after reviewing 
all the creeds of men, reasoning from what we see 
and learn of the divine Being, in his works and in 
his word, we think ourselves justified in saying, that 
the fundamental articles of our belief, completely 
harmonize with all his attributes, and inculcate, in 
the strongest possible manner, our duty to Him, to 
our neighbour, and ourselves. While then, inspired 
with divine Benevolence, we anticipate the final 
restoration of all intelligent beings, to holiness and 
happiness, may the same spirit induce us to make 
use of every exertion, to promote the work of good- 
ness, and to evince, to those around us, that the holy 
religion we profess, exists, not in nominal profes- 
sion, forms and rituals, but in the heart :—and that 
“the grace of God, which bringeth salvation to all 
men, teacheth us, that denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously 
and godly, in the present world.” 

“The Southern Association of Universalists,” 
convened at Attleborough, on Wednesday and 
Thursday, the 9th and 10th inst. and we can truly 
say, it was a season of refreshing to ow souls. The 
religious services, which were numerous, were so- 
lemn, devout, and instructive, and were attended by 
a numerous, respectable, and attentive audience. 
And a numerous and correct choir of singers, added 
much interest to the occasion, by the chaste and ex- 
cellent performance of a judicious selection of sa- 
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cred manele. Twenty brethren united in the great 
work of preaching the impartia! grace and sovereign 
love of God, were collected together, from various 
pacts of the vineyard ef our Lord, and the intelli- 
cence, received from each other, of the progress of 
div.ne tiuth, was such as to gladden our hearts, and 
to excite in us lively emotions of gratitude and 
praise, to the bountiful Parent of the human race. 
Four biethren, qualified for the work, received let- 
ters of vship, and are gone forth, to spread the 
“coud udings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people.” 

Brethren, we will not withhold from you, the joy 
we experience, in giving you We information, that 
the difficulties, which have for some time past ex- 
isted between some individuals in this body, and 
which have excited so much regret, and such gene- 
ral interest, have, at length, been amicably adjusted ; 
and thus, peace and harmony restored, to the satis- 
faction of the brethren, and we trust, to the disap- 
pointment and discomfiture of our inveterate oppo- 
sers—and we doubt not, that we, that you, one and 
all, will unite our exertions, henceforth, to prevent 
the springing up of any root of bitterness, whereby 
peace and harmony may again be interrupted. May 
past examples suflice, as a serious admonition to us, 
ever to labor to “keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace.” 

We would now return our acknowledgments to 
the brethren at Attleborough, for their generous 
hospitality and kind attention to us, during the ses- 
sion: and we sincerely pray, that they may be re- 
warded an hundred fold, into their bosoms, for their 
labor of love. 

Finally, dearly beloved in the Lord, we exhort 
you to move on, with the prize in view, in the glo- 
rious cause in which you have engaged; let no 
consideration turn you aside from the truth, let no- 
thing divert your attention trom the great juterests 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. Be guided in all your 
concerns in life, by the precepts of the gospel, aud 
thus glorify God, do honor to his cause, benefit 
yourselves and others, promote the highest imiievesi 
of Society, thereby proving yourselves worthy the 
name you bear. God grant us strength and wisdom 
so to do, Amen. 

By order and in behalf of the Southern Asso- 
ciation. 

JACOB FRIEZE, Clerk. 

June 15, 1824. 

—= > 
POPULAR DECEPTION, 

A friend has requested a brief comment on Rom. 
Xvi. 17, 18, stating that this passage has been in- 
troduced to disprove the doctrine of God’s impartial 
goodness, &c. The passage reads as follows— 
“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and offeaces contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them. For 
they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, 
but their own belly: and by good words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simple.” 

Tie doctrine which Paul’s brethren learned, was 
the doctrine that “God is the Saviour of all men,” 
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&e. for Paul taught no other. The divisions and 
otfences spoken of, were caused by a contrary doc- 
trine, which teaches that God is not the Saviour of 
all men, but of only apart. Paul says, avoid them; 
that is, such as cause divisions, &c. Paul adds, 
“They that are such serve not our Lord Jesus 
Christ, but their own belly.” In other words, they 
serve for the “loaves and the fishes,” as men, in 
days of yore, went to follow Christ at Capernaum. 
“And by good words and fair speeches deceive the 
hearts of the simple. Good words and fair speeches! 
Like Absalom of old, who stood in the gate, and 
kissed all who went to the rightful king, for judg- 
ment and justice, and said, “O that I were made 
judge in the land, that every man which hath any 
suit or cause might come unto me, and I would do 
him justice: so Absalom stole the hearts of the men 
of Israel,” by “good words and fair speeches.” 
What a terrible king we have, but this Absalom, his 
word for it, is a very clever fellow, he would render 
justice to every man, if he could. How affectionate 
and kind he is, he is so fair, he even condescends to 
kiss us; an excellent man this, far superior to this 
old king of ours. 

“Good words”—Aye friends, T would save you, 
if I could, says the preacher. “ Fair speeches”—* f 
would spend and be spent to save only so much as 
one poor soul of you!” Excellent man. His belly 
is served, and he is very kind. But God, he will 
make you miserable. O that I were judge; I would 
Thus they “deceive the hearts of the 
simple,” Absalom like, and ride upon the backs of 
the people. 


save you. 


These are the divisions and offences which are 
contrary to Paul’s doctrine. Therefore, avoid these 
modern Absaloms, who libel the King of Heaven, 
deny His love and goodness, and offer themselves as 
possessing more love, more kindness, more concern 
for the souls of the people. When I hear a man 
say, Sinners, you are in the hands of an angry 
God, who will make you endlessly wretched, O that 
Icould save you, | would do so, and so, I hear a 
man who serves his own belly, “and by good words 
aud fair speeches deceives the hearts of the sim- 
ple.” 

i 
ANECDOTE 
OF THE LATE ELHANAN WINCHESTER. 

This gentleman was justly esteemed as a highly 
esumable person, and his popularity as a preacher is 
well known to many in this couniry. He was a 
Universalist by profession, and was well able to il- 
lustrate and detend his views of religion —He was 
a believer in the punishment of the wicked after the 
resurrection, but he held that this punishinent will 
not be eternal, the great object for which it will be 
inflicted by our wise and mercifu] Father in heaven 
being the benefit of the sufferer ; consequently, that, 
as vegarded each individuai, his sufferings will be at 
an end when his bad habits are corrected and his 
evil passions subdued; in other words, when, “be- 
ing made free trom sin, hie shall become a servant 
of righteousness.” Mr. W inchester’s sentiments on 
the other topics, particularly respecting the person 
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and death of Christ, were, itis believed, what are 
usually called orthodox; but his spirit was truly 
liberal. As specimens of his liberality, allow me to 
relate two facts of which I was a witness. 

In the months of February, March, and April, 
1796, the late Dr. Priestly delivered a course of 
Lectures in the Universalists’ Church of Philadel- 
phia, of which church Mr. Winchester was at that 
time the minister. Dr. Priestly preached on Sun- 
day morning, when Mr. Winchester always atiend- 
ed. After the lectures on the Evidences of Divine 
Revelation had been concluded, Dr. Priestly deliv- 
ered a discourse in vindication of Unitarianism, and 
the same morning administered the Lord’s Supper, 
of which Mr. Winchester partook ; thus publicly 
showing that in his opinion, there was no reason 
why Unitarians and Trinitarians should not unite mn 


celebrating the death of Christ; the greatness of 


whose love they all acknowledge, and whom they 
equally own as their Lord. 

But Mr. Winchester avowed his catholicism, as 
well by his language in the pulpit, as by his 
conduct when simply appearing as a_ private 
Christian among a numerous assembly of wor- 
shippers. 

One Sunday afternoon, in the course of his ser- 
mon, he related the following incident, which will 
now be detailed, as much as possible, in his peculiar 
tanner. “I was once asked,” said he, “whether I 
thought it possible that a Socinian could be saved. 
Knowing that the person who put such a question 
was weak and narrow minded, instead of giving ap 
immediate and direct answer, I said to him, my 
friend, before I make any reply I must know what 
you mean by a Socinian. As he appeared to hesi- 
tate, I proceeded thus. Do Socinians believe that 
Jesus is the Messiah ? he answered, O yes, they be- 
lieve this, but they deny that he is God, equal with 
the Father. I further asked, Do they believe that 
God raised him from the dead ? he promptly rejoin- 
ed, they believe and lay great stress on his resurrec- 
tion, and often dwell on it; but they do not believe 
in the great doctrine of his atonement.—To this I 
answered, recurring to the question he had put to 
me, “whether I thought it possible that a Socinian 
could be saved?” it is of little consequence what 
my opinion is on the subject, but I can give you the 
opinion of the apostle Paul respecting persons who 
acknowledge that Jesus is the Christ, and who be- 
lieve that God raised him from the dead. “If thou 
shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and 
shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Rom. x. 9. 
Now, as you have admitted that Socinians believe 
both these truths, it necessarily follows, agreeably 
to the decision of Paul, that, provided their con- 
duct correspond with their profession, they shall 
*be saved?” 

[t is of importance to bear in mind, in order fully 
to estimate the liberal spirit of Mr. Winchester, 
that he was himself a believer in the Deity and 
atonement of Christ; but he did not venture to 
limit the mercy of God to those who were like- 
minded, nor to utter apathemas against any sincere 





professors of christianity, however widely they dif 
fered from himself on potnts of faith. 
Unitarian Miscellany. 
—> 
RELIGIOUS NOTICE. 

An Association of Universalists is expected to 
meet in Deerriecn, (N. H.) on the last Wednesday 
and Thursday in August next. Public services on 
that occasion are appointed to commence on Wed- 
nesday at 2 o’clock, P. M. Hopes are entertained, 
that the following ministering brethren will attend, 
Brs. E. Turner, E. Surru, S. Streeter, P. 
Dean, H. Batrov of Boston, T. Wuirremvorte ot 
Cambridge, H. Battovu of Roxbury, EB. Case, sr. 
now in that region, D. Sxinner, L. Barras; and 
others are desired to attend, who can make it con 
venient. 

= 
GOSPEL HERALD, &e. 

A friend recently handed us a kind of Handbill, 
said to be published in the state of New-Jersey, en- 
titled “Gospel Herald with inverted trumpet, or, a 
passage to Heaven by the way of Hell,” &e. &e. 
Then follows the celebrated poetical effusion ex- 
tracted from the Sermon of a coloured man in the 
state of Vermont. A long title, and about thirty 
lines of rhyme, constitute this extraordinary effort 
at confutation and opposition. ‘The papermaker 
and printer may receive a little benefit on such oc- 
casions, but the pretended author and publisher of 
this thing, is an object of pity, and shall receive 
our good wishes. We inform all concerned, that 
we know of no “ passage to Heaven,” but by way oi! 
Jesus Christ. 

=< 
ORTHODOX WIT. 

A religious Anecdote has been circulated in the 
orthodox publications of the day, which savours of 
the fully and weakness of the opposers to God's 
salvation. ‘The story amounts to the following: 

A child discoursing with an adult person ot 
“The Children in the Woods,” (a famous story,) 
asked, (the Universalist, of course,) where the chi!- 
dren went, when they died? To Heaven, was the 
reply. Well, where did the wicked uncle go, 
when he died? To Heaven, was the answer 
Won't he kill the children again ? asked the child’ 

This is a pretty Anecdote; it will bear an im- 
provement. Where did Uriah the Hittite go, when 
he died ? To Heaven. Where did David go, when 
he died? To Heaven. What! They both go to 
Heaven? Won't David kill Uriah again? 

Where did the poor Christians go, whom Saul of 
Tarsus (afterwards Paul,) persecuted? To Heaven. 
Where did Paul go? To Heaven. Won’t Pau! 
persecute them again ? 

But, where did Servetus go, wher he died? To 
Heaven. Where did John Calvin, (his murderer) 
go? To heaven. Won't Calvin roast Servetus asain? 

The lovers of orthodox wit, may answer the 
above interrogatories. 
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